LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER      399 From General Butler
Head Quarters, Department of Virginia and North Carolina,
FORT MONBOH, VA., Deo. IQtii, 1864
H. A. RISLEY, Supervising and Special Agent,
Treasury Dept., WASHINGTON
MY DEAR RISLEY: I want you to call attention of the Secretary of the Treasury again to this attempt to tax officers for their pay in 1863. If it had been taken then I would not have said a word about it, but now you are to take from officers that which they have already spent, and which being taken all at once, will leave them substantially without the means of supporting themselves. In my judgment, by so doing you will raise more discontent in the army than you will get benefit to the Treasury of the United States. I explained my views to you not long since, and I wish you would press it upon the Secretary of the Treasury.
Truly yours, BENJ. F. BUTLEE, Maj. Gen'L Comdg.
From General Grant
Headquarters Armies of ike United States, CITY POINT, VA., December 1M&, 1864
Major-General BUTLEB, FORTRESS MONROE
RICHMOND papers of the 10th show that on the 7th Sherman was east of the Ogeechee, and within twenty-four miles of Savannah, having marched eighteen the day before. If you do not get off immediately you will lose the chance of surprise and weak garrison.              ^ g G^^ ^tenant-General
Official Records, Series I, Vol. 42, Part I, Page 974.
From General Butler
FORT MONBOB, December llih, 1864
LieutenanlrGeneral GRANT
GALE still continues; clouds just breaking away; all ready and waiting. One of Mulford's steamers just in. Charleston Mercury of December 6 says: "Sherman was reported yesterday at Station No. 6 on the Georgia road, about sixty miles from Savannah, making for that city." No other news; have telegraphed this to Secretary of War.
BENJ. F. BTJTLER Major-General
Official Records, Series I, Vol. 42, Part I, Page 974.